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out of here. And this guy is hungry. [Laugh-
ter] So am L. Yes. [Laughter]

I'm going to tell you an interesting story
about this experience in—so I was going to
Bucharest, Romania. Romania had just been
admitted into NATO. And the big deal there
for the Romanian citizens that had come
under the—come out from underneath the
clutch of a brutal dictator named Ceausescu
was, if youre a member of NATO, there’s
a clause that says, “An attack on one is an
attack on all.” In essence, if there’s—they
gets the—they have the United States of
America, the great United States of America,
as somebody to help them, as an ally. And
that’s really important for a lot of countries.
And they had just been accepted into NATO,
and the President asked me and Laura to
go. And there was 225,000 people, more or
less, in the town square to see the American
President, and it was raining.

Now, the interesting thing from my per-
spective was that I was here, and there was
a balcony lit in the town square, and I was
told this was where the tyrant Ceausescu and
his wife had made their last public appear-
ance. And the story has it that he—somebody
started chanting, “Liar,” and he realized his
power was slipping away, and then he tried
to get out of there. And anyway, he was done
in by the people. They were tired of him.
He was a brutal guy.

And so that was my line of sight. And the
President introduced me, and just as I got
up to speak, a full rainbow appeared. And
it was a startling moment. And I turned
back—Laura was like from me to you back
there—I went, “Look, baby, look up there.”
And so when I pointed up, 225,000 heads
whipped around to look at the rainbow. I
then ad-libbed, “God is smiling on Bucha-
rest.” And the reason I did is because the
rainbow ended right behind the balcony
where the tyrant had given his last speech.
Liberty is transformative, and it will yield the
peace we want.

Thanks for coming by. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. at World
Wide Technology, Inc. In his remarks, he referred
to David L. Steward, chairman of the board,
James P. Kavanaugh, chief executive officer, and
Joseph G. Koenig, president, World Wide Tech-
nology, Inc; President Alvaro Uribe Velez of Co-
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lombia; and former President Ion Iliescu of Roma-
nia.

Message on the Observance of Cinco
de Mayo, 2008

May 2, 2008

I send greetings to those celebrating Cinco
de Mayo.

Cinco de Mayo is a joyful day in Mexican
history and an important milestone in the his-
tory of freedom. On May 5, 1862, an out-
numbered band of Mexican soldiers defeated
a large European power against over-
whelming odds at the Battle of Puebla.
Emboldened by victory and yearning for
independence, Mexican patriots ultimately
won independence on September 16, 1867.
Today, we remember these heroic accom-
plishments and all those working to advance
peace and liberty around the globe.

This holiday is also an opportunity to rec-
ognize the strong ties of family, economy,
and culture that bind the United States and
Mexico. Through a shared commitment to
economic liberty and the universal right of
freedom, the United States and Mexico con-
tinue to build a future of prosperity and op-
portunity for all people.

Laura and I send our best wishes. Que
Dios los bendiga.

George W. Bush

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this message.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this message.

Proclamation 8251—National
Charter Schools Week, 2008

May 2, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Education is the cornerstone of a hopeful
tomorrow. During National Charter Schools
Week, we highlight the contributions of char-
ter schools to ensuring that our Nation’s fu-
ture leaders have the skills and knowledge
necessary for a lifetime of achievement.



